
Alarm Systems 

BILL NO. _ INTRODUCED BY COUNCIL 

ORDINANCE NO. _~__ 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE SPARKS MUNICIPAL CODE BY REVISING 
PROVISIONS RELATING TO ALARM SYSTEMS; REGULATING ALARM INSTALLATION 
AND MONITORING COMPANIES; REQUIRING REGISTRATION OF ALARM SYSTEMS; 
SETTING SERVICE FEES TO BE CHARGED FOR FALSE ALARMS; SUSPENDING POLICE 
RESPONSE TO BURGLARY ALARMS AFTER AN EXCESSIVE NUMBER OF FALSE 
ALARMS; PROVIDING FOR REINSTATEMENT OF POLICE RESPONSE; AND PROVIDING 
OTHER MATIERS PROPERLY RELATED THERETO. 

WHEREAS, the city has experienced a rapid increase in the number offalse alarms On 

emergency alarm systems installed throughout the city; and 

WHEREAS. false alarms make police manpower and equipment unavailable for responses to 
true emergencies and thereby endanger the community; and 

WHEREAS, an urgent need exists to revise the procedures involved in reporting alarms and 
correct the deficiencieswhich allow alarm users to have repeated false alarms; 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SPARKS DOES ORDAIN: 

Section 1. A new Section 9.06.015 is hereby added to read as follows 

9.06.015 Purpose and intent. 
A.	 The purpose oj the Chapter is to provide for and promote the health, safety and welfare of the 

general public, not to protect individuals or create or otherwise establish or designate any 
particular class or group ojpersons who will or should be especially benefited by the terms oj 
this Chapter. The Chapter does not impose or create duties on the part ofthe City or any ofits 
departments. and the obligation of complying with the requirements of this Chapter, and any 
liability for failing 10 do so, is placed solely upon the parties who own or are responsible for 
operating. monitoring. installing or maintaining security a/arm systems. 

B.	 The intent ojthis Chapter is to encourage alarm businesses and alarm users to assure the proper 
operation ojsecurity alarm systems and to significantly reduce or eliminate false alarm dispatch 
requests made to the Police Department. 

Sec:tion 2. A new Section 9.06.025 is hereby added to read as follows 

9.06.025 ~efiDitioDS. 

As used in this chapter, the following words and terms have thefollowing meanings: 

A.	 "Alarm Administrator" means the person designated by the Chief of Police to administer, 
control and review false alarm reduction efforts and administer the provisions ofthis Ordinance. 
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B.	 "Alarm installation company" means a person in the business ofselling, providing, maintaining. 
servicing. repairing, altering, replacing, moving or installing an alarm system at an alarm site 
for compensation, and includes individuals or firms that install and service alarm systems used 
in a private business or proprietaryfacility. . 

C.	 "Alarm dispatch request" means a notificQtion to the Police Department that an alarm, either 
manual or automatic, has been activated at a particular alarm site. 

D.	 "Alarm permit" means a permit issued by the Alarm Administrator to an a/arm user which 
authorizes the operation ofan alarm system. 

E.	 "Alarm site" means a location served by one or more alarm systems. In a multi-unit building or 
complex, each unit shall be considered a separate alarm site if served by a separate alarm 
system. 

F.	 "Alarm system" means a device or series ofdevices which emit or transmit an audible or remote 
visual or electronic alarm signal which is intended to summon law enforcement response. The 
term includes hardwired systems andsystems interconnected with a radio frequency method such 
as cellular or private radio signals, and includes local alarm systems, but does not include an 
alarm installed in a motor vehicle or on one's person. 

G.	 "Alarm user" means any person who has contracted for monitoring, repair, installation or 
maintenance service for an alarm system from an alarm installation company or monitoring 
company, or who awns or operates an alarm system which is not monitored, maintained or 
repaired under contract. r 

H.	 "Alarm user awareness class" means a classconducted/or the purpose 0/educating alarm users 
about the responsible use, operation, and maintenance of alarm systems and the problems 
created byfalse alarms: 

"Arming station" means a device that controls an alarm system, 

J.	 "Aiaomatic voice dialer" means any electronic, mechanical. or other device which, when 
activated, is capable of being programmed to send a prerecorded voice message to a law 
enforcement agency requesting a police dispatch to an alarm site. 

K.	 "Business license" means a business license issued by the City's business license division to an 
alarm installation company or monitoring company to sell, install, monitor, repair, or replace 
alarm systems. The term does not include a security alarm license issued by the Police 
Department or a license issued by the State Fire Marshalforfire alarm systems. 

L.	 "Cancellation" means the termination of a police response to an alarm site before an officer 
arrives at the scene. 

M	 "Conversion" means the transaction or process by which one alarm installation company or 
monitoring company begins the servicing or monitoring of a previously unmonitored alarm 
system or an alarm system that was previously serviced or monitored by another alarm company. 
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N.	 "DuressAlarm" means a silent alarm system signal generated by the entry ofa designated code 
into an arming station in order to signal that the alarm user is beingforced to turn offthe system 
and requires an officer's response. 

O.	 "False alarm" means an alarm dispatch request to the Police Department which results in the 
responding officer finding no evidence ofa criminal offense or attempted criminal offense after 
completing an investigation ofthe alarm site. 

P.	 "Holdup alarm" means a silent alarm signal generated by the manual activation of a device 
intended to signal a robbery in progress. 

Q.	 "Local alarm system" means an unmonitored alarm system that annunciates an alarm only at the 
" alarm site. 

R.	 "Monitoring" means the process by which a monitoring company receives signals from an alarm 
system and relays an alarm dispatch request to the Police Department. 

S.	 "Monitoring company" means a person in the business ofproviding monitoring services. 

T.	 "Oneplus duress alarm" means the manual activation ofa silent alarm signal by entering a code 
that adds one number to the last digit ofthe normal arm/disarm code (e.g., normal code = 1234. 
one plus duress code = 1235) 

U	 "Panic alarm" means an audible alarm system signal generated by the manual activation of a 
device intended to signal a life threatening or emergency situation requiring a officer's 
response. 

V.	 "Person" means an individual, corporation, limited liability company. partnership, association, 
organization or similar entity. 

W	 "Police" or "Police Department" means the Police Department ofthe City ofSparks. 

X	 "Protective or reactive alarm system" means an alarm system that produces a temporary 
disability or sensory deprivation through use of chemical, electrical, sonic or other means, 
including use ofdevises that obscure or disable a person's vision. 

Y	 "Responsible Party' means a person capable of appearing at the alarm site upon request who 
has access to the alarm site. the code to the alarm system and the authority to approve repairs to 
the alarm system. 

Z.	 "Robbery alarm" means an alarm signal generated by the manual or automatic activation of a 
device. or any system, device or mechanism on or near the premises intended to signal that a 
robbery or other crime is in progress, and that a person is in need ofimmediate police assistance 
in order to avoid bodily harm, injury or death. The term has the same general meaning as 
"holdup alarm." 

AA.	 "Security alarm license" means the license issued by the Police Department to an alarm 
installation company or monitoring company to sell, install, monitor, repair or replace alarm 
systems. The term does not include a business license issued by the City's business license 
division or a license issued by the State Fire Marshalfor fire alarm systems. 
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BB.	 "SIA Control Panel Standard CP-OI" means the ANSI - American National Standard Institute­
approved Security Industry Association - SIA CP-OJ Control Panel Standard, as may be updated 
from time to time, that details recommended design features for security system control panels 
and their associated arming and disarming devices to reduce the incidence offalse alarms. 
Control panels built and tested to this standard by Underwriters Laboratory (UL), or other 
nationally recognized testing organizations are marked as follows: "Design evaluated in 
accordance with SlA CP-OJ Control Panel Standard Features for False Alarm Reduction." 

Cc.	 "Takeover" means the transaction or process by which an alarm user takes over control of an 
existing alarm system which was previously controlled by another alarm user. 

DD.	 "Verify" means an attempt by the monitoring company, or its representative, to contact the alarm 
site and/or alarm user, or both, by telephone or other electronic means to determine whether an 
alarm signal is valid before making an alarm dispatch request, in an attempt to avoid an 
unnecessary alarm dispatch request and consequentfaise alarm. 

EE.	 "Zones" means division ofdevices into which an alarm system is divided to indicate the general 
location from which an alarm system signal is transmitted 

Section 3. A new Section 9.06.035 is hereby added to read as follows 

9.06.035 Administration; Funding; Increases in fees; Annual Evaluation. 
A.	 Responsibility for administration ofthis Chapter is vested with the ChiefofPolice. 

B.	 The ChiefofPolice shall designate an Alarm Administrator to carry out the duties andfunctions 
described in this Chapter. 

C.	 Monies generated by false alarm service fees and registration fees assessed pursuant to this 
. Chapter shall be dedicatedfor use by the Police Department. 

D.	 The fees setforth in this Chapter may only be increased by a duly-adopted Resolution ofthe City 
Council. For purposes of this subsection, "fees" include any type or class offee and includes 
late fees. 

E.	 The Alarm Administrator shall conduct an annual evaluation and analysis ofthe effectiveness of 
this Chapter and identify and implement system improvements as warranted. 

Section 4. A new Section 9.06.045 is hereby added to read as follows 

9.06.045 Alarm sites must be registered; Registration Fees; Permits. 
A.	 An alarm user shall not operate, or cause to be operated, any alarm system without a valid 

alarm registration. A separate alarm registration is required for each alarm site having a 
distinct address. The initial alarm permit fee must be paid by the alarm user to the Alarm 
Administrator within ten (10) days after any alarm system installation or alarm system takeover. 

B.	 A/arm Fees. The fees for an a/arm registration or an alarm registration renewal are as follows: 
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1.	 Registration Fee - $25.00 (residential) $25 (commercial) 
2.	 Renewal Fee - $25.00 (residential) $25 (commercial) 
3.	 Senior Rate (60 or older) (residential only) 

(a)	 Registration Fee $10.00 
(b)	 Renewal Fee $10.00 

C.	 Late fee. Late fee for non-payment within 30 days after notification to alarm users ofan initial 
alarm registration or renewalfee is $25.00. 

D.	 Refunds. No refund ofa registration or registration renewalfee will be made. 

E.	 Existing alarm systems. Any alarm system which was installed before the effective date of this 
ordinance must be registered by the alarm user within ninety (90) days after that date. An alarm 
installation company or monitoring company, shall, within thirty (30) days after being notified in 
writing from the Alarm Administer, provide a list of existing Alarm Users in the City to the 
Alarm Administrator. 

F.	 New alarm systems. Any alarm installation company that installs an alarm system on premises 
located within the City after the effective date of this ordinance must notify the Alarm 
Administrator within ten (10) days after the date of installation that an alarm system has been 
installed andprovide the name and address of the alarm user and a copy ofthe Customer False 
Alarm Prevention Checklist. Failure of an alarm installation company to notify the Alarm 
Administrator ofa new alarm system installation within ten (10) days after it installs the alarm 
system shall result in a $/00 administrative penalty against the alarm installation company. 

G.	 Upon receipt ofa completed alarm registration application form and the alarm registration fee. 
the Alarm Administrator shall register the applicant unless: 

(1)	 The applicant has failed to pay a false alarm fee or fine assessed under SMe 
9.06.115; or 

(2)	 An alarm registration for the alarm site has been suspended, and the violation 
causing lite suspension has not been corrected 

H	 Upon registration ofan alarm system, the alarm administrator shall issue a permit to the alarm 
user which is validfor a one-year period. Upon renewal ofthe permit, a renewal permit shall be 
issued and is validfor a one-yearperiod 

The City must register all alarm systems on property under its control, but is exempt from 
payment ofregistration and renewalfees. 

Section S. A new Section 9.06.055 is hereby added to read as follows 

9.06.055 Application; Contents. 
An application for alarm registration must be on a form provided by the Police Department and 

must contain the/allowing information: 

A.	 The name. complete address (including apartment or suite number), and telephone numbers of 
the person who will he the holder of the registration and be responsible for the proper 
maintenance and operation ofthe alarm system andpayment of'fees assessed under this article; 
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B.	 The physical address and classification of the alarm site as either residential (includes 
apartment. condo. mobile home, etc.) or commercial; 

C.	 For each alarm 'system located at the alarm site, the classification of the alarm system (i.e. 
burglary, holdup, duress. panic alarm or other) and, for each classification. whether such alarm 
is audible or silent; 

D.	 The applicant's mailing address. ifdifferent from the address of the alarm site; 

E.	 Any dangerous or special conditions present at the alarm site such as dogs or other animals or 
any type ofalarm system that is rigged to produce a temporary disability or sensory deprivation 
through use ofchemical, electrical, sonic or other means. including use ofdevices that obscure 
or disable one's vision,' 

F	 The names and telephone numbers ofat least two individuals who are able and have agreed to: 

(1) Receive notification ofan alarm system activation at any time; 
(2) Respond to the alarm site at any time; and 
(3) Grant access to the alarm site and deactivate the alarm system, ifnecessary. 

G.	 The type ofbusiness conducted at a commercial alarm site; 

H	 A written certification from the alarm user setting forth thefollowing: 

(1)	 The date of installation, conversion or takeover of the alarm system, whichever 
is applicable; 

(2)	 The name. address, and telephone number of the alarm installation company or 
companies performing the alarm system installation, conversion or takeover and 
ofthe alarm installation company responsible for providing repair service to the 
alarm system; 

(3)	 The name, address, and telephone number ofthe monitoring company ifdifferent 
from the alarm installation company; 

(4)	 That a set of written operating instructions for the alarm system, including 
written guidelines on how to avoid false alarms. have been left with the 
applicant by the alarm installation company; and 

(5)	 That the alarm installation company has trained the applicant in proper use of 
the alarm system, including instructions on how to avoid false alarms. 

An acknowledgement that the police response may be influenced by factors including, but not 
limited to, the availability of officers, priority of calls, weather conditions, traffic conditions, 
emergency conditions and staffing levels. 

Any false statement of a material fact made by an applicant for the purpose of obtaining an 
alarm registration is sufficient cause for refusal to issue a registration. 
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Section 6. A new Section 9.06.065 is hereby added to read as follows 

9.06.065 Term of alarm registration and permit; transfer of registration prohibited. 
A. An alarm registration cannot be transferred to another person or alarm site. An alarm user 
shall inform the Alarm Administrator of any change to the information listed on the alarm registration 
application within five (5) business days after such change. 

B. An alarm registration and permit shall expire I year after the date of issuance, and must be 
renewed annually by submitting a renewal application and a renewal fee to the Alarm Administrator. 
The Alarm Administrator shall notify each alarm user of the need to renew thirty (30) days prior to the 
expiration of the registration. It is the responsibility ofthe alarm user to submit a renewal application 
prior to the expiration date. A $25 late fee shall be assessed if the renewal is more than thirty (30) days 
late. 

Section 7. A new Section 9.06.075 is hereby added to read as follows 

9.06.075 Duties of alann users. 
A.	 An alarm user shall: 

(J)	 Maintain the alarm site and the alarm system in a manner that will minimize or 
eliminate false alarms; 

(2)	 Make every reasonable effort to arrive at the alarm system's location within 30 minutes 
after being requested by the monitoring company or law enforcement agency in order to: 

(a)	 Deactivate an alarm system; 

(b)	 Provide access to the alarm site; and/or 

(e)	 Provide alternative securityfor the alarm site. 

(3)	 Not activate an alarm system for any reason other than an occurrence ofan event that 
the alarm system was intended to report. 

B.	 An alarm user shall not use automatic voice dialers for any type ofalarm system. 

C.	 An alarm user shall keep a set of written operating instructions for each alarm system at each 
alarm site. 

D.	 All alarm users shall agree with their alarm installation company or monitoring company to go 
through an "acclimation period" for the first seven (7) days after installation ofa burglar alarm 
system. during which time the alarm installation company or monitoring company will have no 
obligation to respond to, nor will it respond to, or any alarm signal from the alarm site or make 
an alarm dispatch request to law enforcement, even if the alarm signal is the result ofan actual 
alarm event. Exceptions to the "acclimation period" ofnonresponse can be made by the Police 
Department in special circumstances, including but not limited 10. domestic Violence and 
stalking. 

Section 8. A new Section 9.06.079 is hereby added to read as follows 
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9.06.079 Audible Alarms; Restrictions. 
After the effective date ofthis ordinance it is unlawfulfor any person to operate an alarm system 

in the City ofSparks that has a siren. bell or other signal audible from any properly adjacent to the 
alarm site that sounds for longer than len (10) consecutive minutes after the alarm is activated. or that 
repeats the ten-(lO) minute alarm cycle more than three consecutive times without resetting. 

Section 9. A new Section 9.06.085 is hereby added to read as follows 

9.06.085 Duties of alarm installation companies and monitoring companies. 
A.	 Upon the installation or activation of an alarm system. the alarm installation company shall 

distribute to the alarm user information summarizing: 

(1)	 The applicable law relating to false alarms, including the potential for penalties and 
revocation or suspension ofan alarmpermit; 

(2)	 How to prevent false alarms; and 
(3)	 How to operate the alarm system. 

B.	 Ninety days after the effective date of this ordinance. alarm installation companies shall not 
program alarm systems so that they are capable ofsending one plus duress alarms. Monitoring 
companies may continue to report one plus duress alarms received from alarm systems 
programmed with one plus duress alarms installed prior to the effective date ofthis ordinance. 

C.	 After the effective date of this ordinance. alarm installation companies shall install a device to 
activate a holdup alarm which is either a dual action button or a button with lime-delayed 
activation. 

D.	 Ninety days after the effective date of this ordinance, an alarm installation company shall. on 
new installations. use only alarm control panelts) which meet ANSIISlA CP-O}- Control Panel 
Standard» Features for False Alarm Reduction. 

E.	 An alarm company shall not use an automatic voice dialer for any alarm system. 

F.	 After completion of the installation ofan alarm system. an employee of the alarm installation 
company shall review with the alarm user the customer false alarm prevention checklist or an 
equivalent checklist approved by the Alarm Administrator. 

G.	 A monitoring company shall not make an alarm dispatch request to a burglar alarm signal 
during the first seven-day "acclimation period" after a burglar alarm system installation. 
Exceptions to the "acclimationperiod" ofnonresponse can be made by the Police Department in 
special circumstances. including but not limited to, domestic violence and stalking. 

H.	 A monitoring Company shall: 

(I)	 Report alarm signals by using telephone numbers designated by the Alarm 
Administrator; 

(2)	 Employ Enhanced Call Verification by attempting to verify by telephone the validity 0/ 
every alarm signal. except a duress or holdup alarm activation. be/ore requesting an 
officer's response to an alarm system signal. Verification before requesting officer 
dispatch also requires that a second telephone call be made to a different phone number 
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if the first attempt fails to reach an alarm user who can determine whether an alarm 
signal is valid. Names and telephone numbers of those persons contacted or attempted 
to he contacted must be provided to the Alarm Administrator or Police Department upon 
request; 

(3)	 Communicate alarm dispatch requests to the Police Department in a manner and form 
determined by the Alarm Administrator; 

(4)	 Communicate cancellations to the Police Department in a manner and form determined 
by the Alarm Administrator; 

(5)	 Ensure that all alarm users of alarm systems equipped with a duress. holdup or panic 
alarm are given adequate training as to the proper use ofthe alarm. 

(6)	 Communicate any available information (north. south. front, back, floor, etc.) about the 
location ofan alarm signal as part ofan alarm dispatch request; 

(7)	 Communicate the type of alarm activation (silent or audible, interior or perimeter). if 
available, on any alarm dispatch request. 

(8)	 Notify the Police Department Communications Station (Dispatch) ofany alarm site that 
it knows, or reasonably should know, is fitted with a protective-reactive device. During 
any alarm at such a site, a responsible party must be contacted and confirm that he or 
she will respond to the alarm site to disarm the device. In all cases where a protective­
reactive device is present at an alarm site, the police dispatch request shall include a 
warning for officers not to enter the alarm site until the responsible party is present and 
has disarmed the device. 

(9)	 Prior to making an alarm dispatch request, attempt to notify the alarm user to send a 
responsible party to the alarmsite, in order to: 

(a)	 Deactivate an alarm system; 

(b)	 Provide access to the alarm site; and/or 

(c)	 Provide alternative security for the alarm site. 

(/0)	 After an alarm dispatch request, promptly advise the Police Department if the 
monitoring company knows that the alarm user or a responsible party is on the way to 
the alarm site; 

(11)	 Each monitoring company must maintain for a period ofat least one year after the date 
of an alarm dispatch request, all records relating to the alarm dispatch request. 
Records must include the name, address and telephone number of the alarm user, each 
alarm system zone activated, the time of alarm dispatch request and evidence of all 
attempts to verify. The Alarm Administrator may request copies ofsuch records for any 
individual alarm user. If the request is made within 60 days after an alarm dispatch 
request. the monitoring company shall furnish requested records within three business 
days after receiving the request. If the records are requested between 60 days and 1 year 
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after an alarm dispatch request, the monitoring company shall furnish the requested 
records within 30 days after receiving the request. 

(12)	 Each monitoring company shall, upon request, immediately provide the Police 
Department with the names and phone numbers ofthe alarm user's emergency contacts 
at the time ofeach alarm dispatch request. 

I.	 Existing Accounts. On or before the first day of January of each year. an alarm installation 
company or monitoring company shall provide the Alarm Administrator with a complete list of 
active customers, to assist the alarm administrator with creating and maintaining tracking data. 
The customer information must be provided in a format the alarm company is capable of 
producing and must include the following: 

1.	 Customer name; 
2.	 Alarm site address; and 
3.	 A/arm company license number. 

J.	 Purchased Accounts. An alarm installation company or monitoring company that purchases any 
alarm system accountfrom another person shall notify the Alarm Administrator ofsuch purchase 
and shall provide to the Alarm Administrator a complete list of the acquired customers, in a 
format the alarm company is capable ofproducing, that includes the following: 

I.	 Customer name; 
1.	 Alarm site address; and 
3.	 Alarm company license number. 

K	 The customer lists described in subsections 1 and J of this section are proprietary and 
confidential information and are protectedfrom disclosure pursuant to SMe 9.06.165. 

Section 10. A new Section 9.06.095 is hereby added to read as follows 

9.06.095 Special licensing of alarm installation and monitoring companies. 
A.	 Every alarm installation company and every alarm monitoring company shall obtain a City of 

Sparks security alarm license from the Police Department andpay an annual registration fee oj 
$100 to the City ofSparks. Failure to pay the annual registration fee within 30 days after notice 
requires the payment ofa late fee of$25. 

B.	 The security alarm license required by this section must be obtained prior to the issuance or 
renewal ofa business license for the period oftime covered by the security alarm license. 

C.	 The Police Department will not respond to any alarm dispatch request from any alarm 
installation company or monitoring company that does not possess a current, valid security 
alarm license issuedpursuant to this section and a current, valid business license. 

D.	 The Alarm Administrator shall notify all known alarm users subscribing to an unlicensed alarm 
installation company or an unlicensed alarm monitoring company that the company is 
unlicensed and that the Police Department will no longer respond to the user's alarms. 
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E.	 The fee imposed by this section is in addition to the business license fee and all other fees levied 
by the City. 

Section 11. A new Section 9.06.105 is hereby added to ..ead as follows 

9.06.105 Duties and authority of the Alarm Administrator. 
A.	 The Alarm Administrator shall: 

1.	 Designate the manner and form ofalarm dispatch requests and the telephone numbers to 
be used for such requests,' and 

2.	 Establish a procedure to accept cancellation ofalarm dispatch requests. 

B.	 The Alarm Administrator shall establish a procedure to acquire and record information on 
alarm dispatch requests including the following information: 

1.	 Identification ofthe alarm site; 

2.	 The date and time alarm dispatch request wa.\' received, including the name of the 
monitoring company and the monitoring operator's name or number; 

3.	 Date and time ofan officer's arrival at the alarm site; 

4.	 The alarm zone and zone description, if available; 

5.	 Weather conditions; 

6.	 Name ofalarm user's personal representative present at the alarm site. ifany; 

7.	 Whether a officer was unable to locate the address ofthe alarm site; and 

8.	 The cause ofthe alarm signal, if known. 

C.	 The Alarm Administrator shall establish and implement a procedure 10 notify the alarm user ofa 
false alarm. 11,e notice shall include the following: 

/.	 The date and time ofa officer's response 10 the false alarm,' and 

2.	 A statement urging the alarm user to ensure that the alarm system is properly 
operated, inspected. and serviced in order to avoid false alarms and resulting 
service fees. 

3.	 The service fees incurred. 

D.	 The Alarm Administrator may require that a conference be held with an alarm user and the 
alarm installation company or monitoring company responsible for repairing or monitoring of 
the alarm system to review the circumstances ofeach false alarm. 

E.	 The Alarm Administrator may establish an alarm user awareness class. The Alarm Administrator 
may request the assistance of associations. alarm companies and law enforcement agencies in 
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developing and implementing the class. The class shall inform alarm users of the problems 
created byfalse alarms and teach alarm users how to avoid creating false alarms. 

F.	 If a false holdup alarm has occurred, the Alarm Administrator may require an alarm user to 
remove a holdup alarm that is a single action, non-recessed button. 

G.	 The Alarm Administrator will make a copy ofthis ordinance and/or an ordinance summary sheet 
available to each alarm user. 

Section 12. A new Section 9.06.115 is hereby added to read as follows 

9.06.115 False alarm service fees. 
A.	 False Alarm Service Fees. An alarm user shall pay the following service fees to the Alarm 

Administratorfor police services in responding to anyfalse alarm. except a robbery alarm: 

1.	 General False Alarm Fee: $75 for eachfalse alarm except a robbery false alarm. 

2.	 A late fee for each general false alarm invoice which is not paid within 30 days after the 
invoice is mailed to the alarm user is hereby imposed in the amount of$25.00. 

B,	 Robbery False Alarm Service Fees. Activation ofa robbery alarm is deemed an intentional act, 
and (1 service fee in the amount of$200 is hereby imposedfor each robbery false alarm. 

C.	 Service Fees for False Alarms by Unregistered Alarm Systems. In addition to any criminal 
penalties and the service fees set forth in subsections A and B. a supplemental service fee is 
hereby imposed upon any person operating an unregistered alarm system in the amount 0/$100 
for eachfalse alarm. The Alarm Administrator may waive this additionalfee for an unregistered 
system if the alarm user submits an application for alarm registration within ten (10) business 
days after receiving notice ofsuch violation. 

D.	 If cancellation ofpolice response occurs prior to the police officer arriving at the scene, the 
response is not considered a false alarm for the purpose of fees. and 1'10 service fee will be 
assessed 

E.	 The Alarm Administrator may waive a false alarm service fee due to a history 0/false alarms 
that is identified as chronic equipment failure. 

F	 The alarm installation company shall be assessed a service fee of$75 if the officer responding to 
the false alarm determines that an on-site employee of the alarm installation company directly 
caused the false alarm. Such false alarms are not included in the total number offalse alarms 
for the alarm user. 

G.	 A service fee of $100 is hereby imposed against any monitoring company that fails to verify 
alarm system signals as required in subsection H ofSMC. 9.06.085. 

H	 A service fee in the amount of$200 is hereby imposed against an alarm installation company if 
the Alarm Administrator determines that an employee of the alarm installation company 
knowingly made a false statement concerning the inspection ofan alarm site or the performance 
ofan alarm system. 
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Notice of the right ofappeal under this ordinance will be included with notice ofany service fee. 

Section 13. A new Section 9.06.125 is hereby added to read as follows 

9.06.125 Notice to alarm users of false alarms and suspension of police response. 
A.	 The Alarm Administrator shall notify the alarm user in writing after each false alarm. The notice 

shall include the amount of the service fee for the false alarm, the fact that response will be 
suspended after the thirdfalse alarm in a one-year period, (excluding duress, holdup and panic 
alarms) and a description ofthe appeals procedure available to the alarm user. 

B.	 The Alarm Administrator shall notify the alarm user and the alarm installation company or 
monitoring company in writing thirty (30) days before an alarm response is to be suspended. 
Suspension ofalarm response does not apply to duress, robbery, holdup and panic alarms. The 
notice of suspension must also include the amount of the fine for each false alarm and a 
description of the appeals procedure available to the alarm user and the alarm installation 
company or monitoring company. 

Section 14. A new Section 9.06.135 is hereby added to read as follows 

9.06.135 Suspension of police response to burglar alarm sites; Unlawful to operate burglar alarm 
system or to make alarm dispatch request for suspended burgular alarm site. 
A.	 The Alarm Administrator shall notify the Police Department of each alarm user whose burglar 

alarm permit qualifies for suspension under this section. The Alarm Administrator shall suspend 
a burglar alarm permit if it is determined that: 

1.	 The alarm user has had three or more false burglary alarms within one year after the 
date ofissuance oftheir annual permit, except that the Alarm Administrator may waive a 
suspension of a permit upon receipt of documented work orders showing numerous 
attempts to repair the alarm system; 

2.	 There is afalse statement ofa materialfact in the application for registration; or 

3.	 The alarm user fails or refuses to pay a false alarm service fee or late fee assessed under 
this Chapter. . 

B.	 It is unlawful for a person to operate a burglar alarm system during the period in which the 
alarm permit is suspended. It is unlawful for a monitoring company to make an alarm dispatch 
request to a burglar alarm site after the company has been notified by the Alarm Administrator 
that the permit for that alarm site has been suspended. In addition to criminal penalties, the 
monitoring company must pay a $50 service fee to the Alarm Administrator for each such 
dispatch to an alarm site. If the penalty is not paid to the Alarm Administrator within 30 days, a 
late fee of$25 is hereby imposed on the monitoring company. 

C.	 Unless there is a separate indication that there is a crime in progress, the Police Department 
shall not dispatch an officer to a burglar alarm site for which an alarm permit is suspended. 

D.	 If a burglar alarm permit is reinstated, the Police Department may again suspend the burglar 
alarm permit if it is determined that two false alarms have occurred within 180 days after the 
reinstatement date. The exception set forth in paragraph 1 ofsubsection A applies to any such 
suspension. 
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E.	 This section applies only to burglar alarm systems. Holdup alarms, robbery alarms and panic 
alarms are not subject to suspension under this section or this Chapter. 

Section 15. A new Section 9.06.145 is hereby added to read as follows 

9.06.145 Appeals of determinations regarding alarm registrations, alarm permits and fees. 
A.	 If the Alarm Administrator assesses a service fee. suspends an alarm permit or denies the 

issuance, renewal or reinstatement ofan alarm registration or permit, the Alarm Administrator 
shall send written notice of the action and a statement of the right to appeal to the affected 
applicant or alarm user and the alarm installation company or monitoring company. 

B.	 The alarm user, alarm installation company or alarm monitoring company may appeal any 
action described in subsection A to the ChiefofPolice by settingforth in writing the reasons for 
the appeal and delivering the appeal to the ChiefofPolice within 20 business days after receipt 
ofnotice of the action. Failure to deliver the appeal within that time period is a waiver of the 
right to appeal. 

C.	 The procedure for an appeal to the ChiefofPolice is as follows: 

1.	 The applicant, alarm user, alarm installation company or monitoring company may file 
a written request for appeal by paying an appeal fee of $25 to the Police Department 
and setting forth the reasons for the appeal. The appeal must be entitled ''Appeal from 
Alarm Administrator's Action." Appealfees will be returned to the appealing party if the 
appeal is upheld. 

2.	 The Chief of Police or his designee shall conduct a recorded hearing within 30 days 
after receipt of the request for review and shall consider the evidence submitted by the 
appealing party and the Alarm Administrator. The ChiefofPolice or his designee must 
base his decision on the preponderance ofevidence presented at the hearing and must 
render a decision within 15 days after the date ofthe hearing. The decision shall affirm 
or reverse the decision or action taken by the Alarm Administrator. 

D.	 Any person aggrieved by the decision of the Chief of Police or his designee may appeal that 
decision to the City Manager by delivering a written document entitled "Notice ofAppeal" to the 
Office of the City Manager within 15 days after receiving the decision of the Chief of Police. 
The City manager 01" his designee may consider the record of the prior appeal to the Chiefof 
Police and may take additional testimony. The City Manager or his designee shall render a 
decision within 30 days after receiving the appeal. The decision shall affirm or reverse the 
decision of the ChiefofPolice. Appealfees will be returned to the appealing party if the appeal 
is upheld. 

E.	 A person aggrieved by the decision of the City Manager is entitled to pursue judicial review of 
his appeal. 

F	 Filing ofan appeal stays any action by the Alarm Administrator to suspend an alarm permit or 
require the payment of a fee or penalty until the Chief of Police or City Manager, or their 
designee, has completed his review and rendered a decision. 
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G.	 The Alarm Administrator, Chief of Police or City Manager, or their designee, may adjust the 
count offalse alarms based on: 

1.	 Evidence that a false a/arm was caused by an act ofNature; 
2.	 Evidence that a false alarm was caused by action ofthe telephone company; 
3.	 Evidence that a false alarm was caused by a power outage; 
4.	 Evidence that an alarm dispatch request was not afalse alarm; or 
5,	 Multiple alarms occurring in a 24 hour period may be considered as one false alarm to 

allow the alarm user time to take corrective action. unless the false alarms are directly 
caused by the alarm user. 

H	 On review offees or penalties by an alarm installation company or monitoring company. the 
Alarm Administrator, or. if appealed, Chief of Police or City Manager or their designee, may 
consider whether the alarm company had engaged in a consistentpattern ofviolations. 

Section 16. A new Section 9.06.155 is bereby added to read as follow~ 

9.06.155 Reinstatement ofsuspended alarm permits. 
A.	 On the first suspension ofa permit, a person whose alarm permit has been suspended may obtain 

reinstatement ofthe permit by the Alarm Administrator ifthe person: 

1.	 Submits a new application andpays a $50 reinstatementfee: 

2.	 Pays, or otherwise resolves. all outstanding citations andfees; and 

3.	 Submits a certification from an alarm installation company stating that the alarm system 
has been inspected and repaired (ifnecessary) by the alarm installation company. 

B.	 On the secondand every subsequent suspension ofa permit, reinstatement may be obtained by 
compliance with subsection A and compliance with any ofthe following conditions that the 
Alarm Administrator may require: 

I.	 Proofthat an employee ofthe alarm installation company or monitoring company 
caused the false alarm. 

2.	 Upgrade the alarm control panel to meet SIA Control Panel Standard CP-Ol. 

3.	 A written statement from an independent inspector designated by the ChiefofPolice or 
his designee that the alarm system has been inspected and is in good working order; 

4.	 Confirmation that all motion detectors are "dual technology" type. 

5.	 Confirmation that the alarm system requires two independent zones to trigger before 
transmitting an alarm signal to the monitoring company; 

6.	 Confirmation that the alarm system requires two independent detectors to trigger before 
transmitting an alarm signal to the monitoring company; 
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7.	 Certification that the monitoring company will not make an alarm dispatch request 
unless the needfor an officer is confirmed by a listen-in device. This condition does not 
apply to residentialproperty. 

8.	 Certification that the monitoring company willnot make an alarm dispatch request 
unless the needfor an officer is confirmed by a camera device. This condition does not 
apply to residential property. 

9.	 Certification that the Monitoring Company will not make an alarm dispatch request 
unless the needfor an officer is confirmed by a person at the alarm site. 

10.	 The alarm user successfully completes an on-line alarm awareness class and test. 

C.	 The Police Department shall reinstate its response to a burglar alarm site as soon as is 
practicable after receiving notice ofreinstatementfrom the Alarm Administrator. 

Sedi01117. A new Section 9.06.163 is hereby added to read as follows 

9.06.163 Revocation ofalarm permit. 
A.	 The ChiefofPolice may revoke an alarm permit ifhe determines that: 

J. There is a violation ofthis chapter by the alarm user; 
2. There is a false statement ofa materialfact in the application for a permit; 
3. The permitted alarm system has generated more than 12false alarms during any 12 

month period; or 
4. The alarm user has failed to pay an alarm permitfee or late fee assessed under SMC 

9.06.045, a late renewalfee assessed under SMC 9.06.065 or any service fee assessed under 
SMC 9.06.J15, more than 30 days after the fee is due. 

B.	 A revocation made pursuant to this section is not subject to administrative review. 
C.	 The ChiefofPolice may, for good cause shown, reinstate a permit that has been revoked 

pursuant to this section. 

Section 18. A new Section 9.06.165 is hereby added to read as follows 

9.06.165 Confidentiality ofalarm information. 
All information contained in documents gathered through alarm registrations, the submission of 

customer lists and in the alarm appeal process must be held in confidence by all employees ofthe Alarm 
Administrator and the City of Sparks. Such information is proprietary and is hereby declared 
confidential and not a public record Absent special circumstances, such information must not be 
released to the public or any person other than a law enforcement agency or the applicable alarm user, 
alarm installation company or alarm monitoring company except pursuant to court order. 

Section 19. A new Section 9.06.175 is hereby added to read as follows 

9.06.175 Scope of police duty; Immunities preserved. 
Neither the registration of alarms or the issuance ofalarm permits creates a contract between 

the Police Department or the City and any alarm user, alarm installation company or monitoring 
company, nor does it create a duty or obligation, either expressed or implied, on the Police Department 
to respond to any alarm. Any and all liability and consequential damage resultingfrom the failure ofthe 
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Police Department 10 respond to an alarm dispatch request is hereby disclaimed andfull governmental 
immunity as provided by law is retained. By applying for an alarm registration, the alarm user 
acknowledges that the Police Department response is influenced by the availability ofofficers, priority of 
calls, weather conditions, traffic conditions. emergency condition and staffing levels. 

Section 20. Section 9.06.010 is hereby repealed in its entirety 

9.06.010 Purpose and intent. 
The eity couneil finds and deelares that: 

It .::J:I:te-e-ity-lwts el~£:JefienGed,-ffi-reeent-yeafS,-a--¥elY-ffigft l3ereefltB~e-e.f..fa.lse alarms~ emereenc"l­
alarm s)'stems installelit throughout the city. 

B. SHeIt-fal5e al9:Fffis4ake-ktk maRfJO'Ner-aAti equipment--eut-ef service, theree;' eRElangering--the­
community. 

G: An~-need~...fef regulating-the-use-ef-the eE:iHipmeRt4at-is-new-being-use4-te~­
efflergeRcies tEl tile sit)'. 

1* The pre',isieRs ana ~reRibitiOlls hereinafter contained and enacted are in the pursl:tance of and for 
the purfJese of seeuril'lg BRd flroffioting tAe fltli91ie safety and welfare ef fJersons in the city. 

(Oro. 1323 § 1 (part), 1981: Of6. 795 § 2, 197Q: 19~2 Coae § 27.010.) 

Section 21. Section 9.06.020 is hereby repealed in its entirety 

9.06.020 Definitions. 
As tlsed i8 this Ghapter, unless the aontext requires otherwise, the words and tenns defined in this 

section shall ha'f'e the me&fliRg aseribed to them ilt this seation: 
A:	 "Alarm-agent!! -meaftS --aD;' parsoR -wfte-is cm",loyeEl-by-aa -aIafm Business -eitheF direetly -&­

indireetly, -whese -duties inehule -any -ef -the fellowing: selling, leasiftg, servieing, repairing,­
altering, replaeing, monitoring or iftstalliftg 08 or in any 9Hilding, struetare, or faeility, any alarm 
system. H*t3mptions: -+he pro"'isions-ef-tftis seetioR-tie-flOt inelHde -a fJerson-wfte cngages..ffi-the­
maAl:IfBetl:lre-er-sale4-aR-alafm syste~-frem--a.ffifed I06atioa-and-wlleneither visits the loeation· 
where-#te~ systeffi -is -te -be installed,1lOf desif!;fts -the scheme -fer ohvsie8:1 loeatioR;md­
instaliatioH ofthe alaFffi ~stem in a speeifielocation. 

B.	 "Alarm Business" ffiOBns the bHsiness e~r an indi'lidl:lal, paFtftership, corporation or ether efttH)' of 
selliftg, leasing, maiflleifting, meaitoriRg, servicing, repairiftg, alteFiHg, replaeing, -& installing­
llR)' ala:rm systeffl~ 0ausiag40-ge-selEl; leased, maintained, sePlieea, refJaired, altered, replaeea,­
ffleaitered, or installed any alarm system ift Of oa aRyBuilaing,straeture or faeility. EXOIfl'ptiOlW: 

The provisieas -of4is seet1eR --4e -not ~ -te -ft eusiflBss..ffi ---wlHeh -fie effl~le~'Be -er ~ ­
performs tHe aufies of an alarHi agent. 

G:	 "Alarm system"-meaft5-eBy ffiBehaf\ical-er-eleotrical-Ge¥iee~-is desigfled-er~..fer-tRe­

E1eteetiol\*-an lUiauthori't!ed-entry.-iate-a building, struetDre-et= faeility,-er...fef alerting~-te­
tfte commission-ef-an unla\'ffl.l1 ~-with:ffi-a building, stFucture-ef faeilit)l, -er-ootfl,--and-wl:H6ft­
emits-a soan6 or traRsmits-a signal or message-whefl aetaElted. Eaeh-alafm Sj'stem-fftElY~-efle­
or more deteetioa devises. ~at no more than ORe tf8ftSmittiBg EI&'liee. 

D,. "i'.:fJpellant" ffieans 8: J!eFseB whe perfeets an ti}3peal fJUI'SYBBt to this chapter. 
& ..Applieaffi" -me&:ftS-ft perseR,...firm.-er-eorporation-who-er-wlHeft-4tles-an a09Iieation..fer-a-H@W-&­

renewal peffflit as providee iR tIIisohapter. 
h "Aliaiato II --alarm -meQfltHl: eeviee designes-for-the deteetion -ef uRQatnorized -eatfy -oft nFBffiis8s­

Which generates an aU6iMe souad an tAe ",remises when it is aetaated. 
G: "Ghiefofpolice" mOMS the ehiefof",elice ofilia eity. 
H-: "D~·n RIoeans a ealendar da)'. 
l:	 ~ alarm"-moans-aft-ftlafm~ asti...ated through iaa<:J....eFtence, negligeeee-ef..fer r@asons ... 

Page 17 of22 



Alarm Systems 

fl&£-ffl-aA--emergeAey ftMl:iFe, or '....heR aeti..'ftted400-te malfHAetion-ef-ftft1'-seemeat-ef-tlle--a:lafm­
system aAa to wItteh personAeI of ERe Sparks poliea ee~artmeftt r6spoftd. 

J.: "fiftElftee aepartmeat" meaRS the finance departJ:8eiit oftha eity. 
K-, "Pemittee"-meaas~ persoR,..fiml; J:lartRersMp, associatiOA-ef eorpoFation-wlle-ef--wlHGR-shall­

be graHted a \3erlTlit as provided hereift or his or its agents and rel"reseRtatives. 
b "Pro\3rietOf -ftIe:rm ~'stem" RleBflS -ftftY -alafm system -w1l:iefl. -is o.....Red -aRd maiRtained -by -tM­

parsOR, fif'ffi: or corporation er other eRtity wee e*ereises o'1iReFship, dominioa or oolttrol O'ler the 
Proflerty. which is preteeted ~ stleh alam s,-'stem. 

M.. "Respoasible-fuF-ea alafffi system" fReaAS afl alarm-business whish leases,-fflaiRtains Of moaitors 
an-alafm systeffi pHrS1:I8st-te-an IlgFeeme8t supported-by--tawflH eoltsideFatlOft.-If-these serviees­
are divided between two or more alarm busiaesses, slieR hlisi8esses shall be jointly and se'lerally' 
liable to the eity to f:lerferm a8~' dlity or p~' ear fee imposed in this eltapter. 

N... "Slibs6riber" ---JIl6aR5 -a persen -eoatraetiRg -with- -8fi -alafm business...fef: 4he leasiae:. Ser'IIClAl!. 

maintaining or ft'108tteriftg oran a-latlfl system. 
(Ord. 1323 § 1 (fJaft), 1981: Ord. 795 § 3, 1970: 1962 Code § 2H)~g.) 

Section 22. Section 9.06.030 is hereby repealed in its entirety 

9.06.030 Alarm business permit 
It-is liBlawful-fut:~perso8-to engage-ifl; 60Hdl:let,-ef-eat'fj'-ea-an-alatm oosiness 'jllitkol:lt-fifst­

al"plying fur aDd receiYiAg a fJefffiit therefore, iA fteeoFE:lft8Ce with the provisioRs ofteis eaai*6f. 
lOrd. un § 1 (part), 1981: Ore. 795 § 4, 1970: 1962 Code § 27.030.) 

Section 23. Section 9.06.040 is hereby repealed in its entirety 

9.06.040 Alarm agent permit required. 
~ pefflon employed -as-aR-a.Jarm-agent--ffitiSt~-;mdfJossess -a-¥ttlia-alarm--agent--werk­

f30nHit issued pursuant to Cliapter 5.22 of the SMG. 
(Ore. 1323 § J (part), 1981: Ord. 79S § 5, 1970: 1961 Ce~ § bHI4Q.) 

Section 24. Section 9.06.050 is hereby repealed in its entirety 

9.06.050 Application investigation. 
AU &I'fllieafions..fof--ao-alarm eYsiRess~--shall-reqliire fiAgeFJ3riRts-ane-ft fJRetegFaflh-ef~­

applieaRt.-The-ehief-of police shall e08duet-an inv:estigatioH-ef-tRe apfilliea8t-re detefffiine-lHs character, 
rcpHtatio8 -and- integrity. - - -Aft -alftfm bl:lsiness ~ -sRalI-be eenied...ff4:he character, reputation,-ef­
integrity -ef -IRe -aPl3liea8t ~ detelTAineeJ 4e -be cletrimental --te -the -safet;< -ei' general welfare 44fte ­
eommHRtty 01' ifthli! applicant falsifies aRy iflformation in the permit applieatioo. 
(Ord. 1323 § I (flatt), 1981: Ord. 795 § (j, 1979: 1962 Code § 27.050.) 

Section 25. Section 9.06.060 is hereby wealed in its entirety 

9.06.060 Alarm agent work permit must be in possession. 
!Wef:y ",el'sOR diFeett-y engaged --in -the I:IQsffi:~ss -ef seUiftg, maifttamiftg. repairm-g, altering, 

replaeiRg, ff1E)f1itoriflg.~ iBstaliing-aay-aJarm. ~steHt:-shaH-etH'fY-ea...fl.is perseR,-at-all-times-while~­
eRgaged,-a~-werk permit-eRd-shall display-sl:lfffi-werk~to aft)' polioe officer upon reEJuest.-n.e­
WOFk serffiit -4&H-eear -the -name -aAd-address 4 ~ - sermflee -and -the --name -ef-the--alafln. Bl:lsiRess­
eermiltee 
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Section 26. Section 9.06.070 is hereby repealed in its entirety 

9.06.070 Permit fees. 
+I\e-fee-fef-e¥efy flermit4a eeRdHGt-8ft-ala-lm husiness-w#htft-the-aty;-6f-feF..a reRe·....1l1 thereof,­

sflall-be fifty three aallers-peF-yeer-ef-aR;'"'fHtft tfleF@of.-~~-aRd-fee-shaH-be-ifl 8aditiOR4e-aRy­
busiRess lieease, or other peffllitor fee requires B)' this eeae. 
(OFd. lUg § 9, 1988: OFEI. 13tH § 12, 1982; Ord. 1323 § I (part), 1981.) 

Section 27. Section 9.06.080 is hereby repealed in its entirety 

9.06.080 Alarm system standards and regulations. 
+fle-ehief-ef~-IBiIyl3'Feseribe minim\iJR -staadards aRe reglilatiaHs*,,4he ooastr\1et:iOR-QRQ­

mainteR8Ree ofaIl!:llerm systems 'Astalled witltiA the eity. The ehiefeffloliee HI~e r:equire inspeetiofl aRe 
approval arall alarm s)'Stel'fts iRstelled witHin tAe eit)'. 
(Grlt 1323 § 1 (part), 1981.) 

Section 28. Section 9.06.090 is hereby repealed in its entirety 

9.06.090 Subscriber records. 
.Jt-sflaij-be-the resfiloRsieility of aa,' alarm husiRess pfovieliflg-&laml s)'stems sef't'iees to maiRtaifi' 

Cliffe"t reeOFas of i£!i sH~seribers. SHah reGords shall eoRtaifl the "urreRt Rlime of the eHsiness, if aR)', aRE! 
tIte-ft6fHe'; address-aHEI telepho8e fltlmeer-ef-the saeseriber.-+he-aIeftH hasiftess-sh&H pro'liae--the SpftrlES­
peOOe aeJlartmeRt~-a~-ef-stteh reeor6s. F'ttrther,4e-a4ertR lnlsiness-shalf. I"Fo...ide-te4he-j;lO!iee­
aepartffieAt, "'iithiA teA days of iRstallatjoR, reeords pertaining to Hew subscribers. 
(Ord. 1323 § 1 (paR), \981.) 

Section 29. Section 9.06.100 is hereby repealed in its entirety 

9.06.100 Response to alarms--Nuisance declaration. 
A-:- Ouring-the tAirty ea;'-peFioti-after-ffiitial iRstalilltioR~-ftft~ systelll,-ftffit:m. bNsil'lasses-aRd­

alarm proprietors sHatl be immURe ff'em !:lAy false alarm fee, Ruisanoe aeelaFatioA or other ",eMlty 
presaribed beFaiR relatiag to tHe alllrHt ~'stem. 

B:- ~ eKpiratioH-ef-the a80..'e deseribed thirty day--gmee parloa, wbeRe"'6r-tRree-fttlse alarms 
witftiR-a six month period-have-heeR reeei...ed-fi:eHt-a leeation, -the~-4-poHee-ffltlY E1eelare 
~ loeatiOR-te-be-a Hl:liSaAee1'~ aeelariRg-tfte loeation II f1tlisftaee,-tJ:le-ehief. of poliee-sha»­
MtHY-tAe sl:leseriber-Ml4-t1le-alarm busiR6ss r6spoHsilJle-fef-tile-alafHt syseem-er proprietor-ef.'-iI­
proprietor -alafm s~lstem. -itt 'NFitiRg, -aRd -shall reqaire -5l:l6k responsible -party -te aoftEhlet -ftft ­
immediate iR5peetion of--the-&lemt s,'stem.-Jf-the false a1&ffftS ·....ere the resl:Ilt-ef elft"llitYee~ 
the-ehief-ef~-shall-iHfeet-tlte-ttla:Fm 9\1siness--er prolJrieter-te iRstrtie1-tRe Stibseriher's-ef­
proprietor's emlJ1eyees-iA f3Foperty-alaml-usage-ftHd FlreeedtiFes. WithiR-se¥eR-days-after reeeiflt 
~ RotifieatioA~~~ busiBess-that--e RHisaaee~-the-alftffll bl:Jsiness--sJtal.l pfO'liEle­
written eviaeaee to tRe ehief of police that eeF~eti'Je aetioH was tall'efl:. If 'l\'riUea e"lideRee is I\ot 
reeeivea withiR SeyeR days, tlte ebief of fJOliee may direet tbat poliee department perS6RRel-shaU­
Ret respond --te -tfte subseriber loeatioR-upoa reeeipt -ef~ -aIafm-I:IlltH: -pt=O&f-is 'Feeei"fea -that­
eorreeti'le measures Ita'ie beeR iRsti:tHted. 

(Oro. 17€i4, 1992: Ora. 1411 § 1, 1983: are. 1323 § 1 (flart), 1981.) 

Section 30. Section 9.06.110 is hereby repealed in its entirety 

Page 19 of22 

mailto:tfleF@of.-~~-aRd-fee-shaH-be-ifl


Alarm Systems 

9.06.110 False alarm fees. 
A:	 YJK*l 0xpiration4the tffirty tla.y~-peHed eeseribed abO¥e,-4e subseriber-6F-the proprietor" 

ef-a I'lreprietor-alatm system-shall~-tl-fee-fef~-false--al.afm respoHded-w-by-the-pol-ire­
department ...ffi -0*6eSS -ef--thfee 'Nithin-tl six mOHtH ~...ffi a£oordanee-with -tHe -fallowing ­
sohedule: 

Fourth false alaFHl: $ 75.00 
Fiftft false alarm lOO.OO 
Sarth or more ~ 

Q.	 A-false-alMm..fee~1'l9:)'abJe to the director-ef finanac. Faih;IFe to"f*!Y-5aid--fee-withift thirty days 
ofilie date ofllilliHg sHalJ be groQnEls for deelaring the loeatioH a R1:liSQnce and the eorresfloH8iag 
refusa.l4-the-pffiiee eepartmeHt-te reSf9oR8 -te alarms-at-the locatioH-ttft#l~..fee-is~--+he­
relfteey-&f.luJisaace declaratioa-shall-be-m additioa-te-any-ether remed¥ BrsT/idee l:w law for-tfle­
eenestiOA of fees owed to the city. 

G.	 The chief of poliee me)' disallow and annul reeogflitioR ofa false alarm if he fiflds tAa-t sHehmise 
alafm-was cal:l:see -lty-Effi -aet:4-God; abnormal~-ef fl1:l6tuations...ffi -the sl'IJ:lply-ef-eleetric­
poweF -te • -a4afm loeatioR, -ef 4he -repaif -ef maifl-teftaflee -ef -utHity --lines -ef eE!l'I ipRient -By ­
omployees ora public 1:ltili~' company. 

(OFd. lSgg. 1993: Oro. 1764, 1992: OrEi. 1411 ~ 2.1983: Ord. 1323 ~ 1 (eaFtl. 1981.) 

Section 31. Section 9.06.120 is hereby repealed in its entirety 

9.06.120 Audible alarm. 
A-:	 It-is uAlawful-feF-aA;Y persoA-to-iHstall--ef maiataiR-aRy audible-alafm. s;'stem-wmoo croates-a­

S01:lfH:l similar to that of aft emergeney vehicle sileR €If' Ii ewil defense 'Namiflg S)'stem. 
B.	 -&IeJ:y persoa ffiatataiaing-9R a1:laible-.a1aml-shaH flre7liae40-the~ aef}BI'tR'Illlftt information­

eontaining-the-names-and telephone Rumbers -ef-tbe flefSOAS -se -be notified...ffi ~ -to-reaeer­
~-ef serviee--aOO-seeufe-the premises4fring-any-hel:H'-ef-4e-day-ef-n-ight-that-4e-bl:l~ar­
alarm is aetua-ted. 

G:-	 .every audil;)le-alftfffl s;~tem--shaU-flave a timiAg~-whicfl autematiealhr-shtHs--eff-the-alarm­
.....ithia thirty minlites after it has been aetf'lated. 

(Ore. 1323 § 1 (part). }981.) 

Section 32. Section 9.06.130 is hereby repealed in its entirety 

9.06.130 Intentional falsification prohibition. 
It-is 1:lAla'llful-fef-any person-w aotivate-&ft-alafm system-for-tRe ",~rJ:lose4 summoRiRg~­

~-m-the-e¥eHt-ef-wRat-is reasonably believed-.o-ee-an I:Inautborii!:ed-eAtfy--&ll-the Brefl'lises -fOF-the­
pSFI"0se ofearrying out a robbel)' or Bl:lrglary therein. 
(Ord. 1323 § 1 (part). 1981.) 

Section 33. Section 9.06.140 is hereby repealed in its entirety 

9.06.140 Duty to respond to alarm locations. 
It -is l:lBlll·,yful-fet: -it slibsGriberJproflFietof -er -his represeAtati'/e -te...fail -te respond-te -the-alarm ­

loeB:tieB~~ ffijftUtes after Being requestea to eo so By a represeAmti..,'e of the polioe deJ3artlllent. 
S1:leIT peFson respondiag to -the !tIaRA loeatioft shaH tal,e \'lRate'lerootiOR He6essary to secure the JlFOJ3erty 
ffem fUFtRer -intmsion,-er-take 'l.4late'l'er-ether-aetieft-is aeeessary--te feRaer serviee--te-tke~-ef-te­
provide resj30nse by another f'efSoa WHO is able to reMer the ReGessary aetioa. 
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(Oro. 1323 § 1 (138Ft), 1981.) 

Section 34. Sedion 9.06.150 is hereby repealed in its entirety 

9.06.150 Automatic alarm prohibitions. 
Ne person 4aH -t:tSe -ef -etHtSe -te -be-usee --aHY telef)Aone device ~ telephone attaoflHleftt-that ~ 

a\ltomatieally selects -6: -pubIiG primafy telep80Ae -tfURk --Hne 4 -the -£ity -aH6: 4eH reJ3FoEhlees -any ­
prereoorded message to report any Imrglaf)' or ether emergency. 
(Ont 1323 § ] (part), 1981.) 

Section 35. Section 9.06.160 is hereby repealed in its entirety 

9.06.160 Appeals. 
Any f:)ermittee ffiQ)' appee:1 the deeision oitke ehiefofpoliee deelaring a location to be a Rl:lisBaOe 

er refHsiAg-t9 dis8:llo·.'I-a-false-alatm~..fit.iftg-a ......ritten-netiee-ef appeal-with-the-eity-elerk-wft:lHn.-ffire­
working aa;ys after the decision. Slich II¥peal shaH be heard by the cit)' council within thirty da)'s after the 
fi.t.Htg of the appeal aad that body may affirm, amead-or F~werse. decisieA or talEe other aotioa deemed 
appropriate. The oity-&leffi-sftaH gi¥e writtea aetiee44e time and 131aee 4 the heariag to the 8fJtJellaftt. 
In ~ood~etiAg the aeariRg, the sit;> cooncn SHaH Ret 'Be limited 9y teclmieal rules of eyidcncc. 
(OrEi. 1323 § 1 (part), 1981.) 

SECTION 36: All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby 
repealed. 

SECTION 37; The City Clerk is instructed and authorized to publish the title to this 
ordinance as provided by law. 

SECTION 38: The provisions of this ordinance shall be liberally construed to 
effectively carryout its purposes in the interest of the public health, safety, welfare and convenience. 

SECTION 39: If any subsection, phrase, sentence or portion of this ordinance is for any 
reason held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be 
deemed a separate, distinct and independent provision, and such holding shall not affect the validity 
of the remaining portions. 

SECTION 40: The City Council finds that this ordinance is Dot likely to impose a 
direct and significant economic burden upon a business or directly restrict the formation, operation or 
expansion of a business, or is otherwise exempt from Nevada Revised Statutes Chapter 237. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this __ day of , 20_, by the 
following vote ofthe City Council: 

AYES: _ 

NAYS: --­

ABSTAIN: __~ ~----
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ABSENT: 

APPROVED this day of , 2006, by: 

_ 

GENO MARTINI, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

DEBORINE J. DOLAN, City Clerk 

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND 
LEGALITY: 

CHESTER H. ADAMS, City Attorney 

Page22of22 


